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OVERVIEW – “LET’S TALK”
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Let ’s talk about how to navigate 

the CFR and what is available for 

resources

Let ’s talk about an Organic 

System Plan (OSP)

Let ’s talk about the three-year 

rule.

Let ’s talk about next steps to 

become certified.4



HOW IS THE 

“NOP”

The NOP is the National Organic Program (NOP) . They are 

responsible for

1. Rules & regulations for the scopes

2. Maintaining a Handbook that includes guidance, 

instructions, policy memos, and other documents that 

communicate the organic standards.
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NOP VS USDA 

The NOP has authority from the USDA to

• Have regulatory oversight

• Accredit of organic certifying agents 

• Take appropriate legal action to enforce the organic 

standards and thus protect the integrity
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CFR

Let ’s talk about how to navigate the CFR and what is available 

for resources .

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/subtitle-B/chapter-

I/subchapter-M/part-205
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https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/subtitle-B/chapter-I/subchapter-M/part-205


TERMS 

ANNUAL SEED
BUFFER ZONE

COMPOST
CROP---

INERT INGREDIENT
HANDLING  
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WHO IS EXEMPT FROM CERTIFICATION 

205.100 & 205.101   

1. If a handling operation has a total gross annual organic 

sales under $5,000, they are exempted from 

certification and submitting an organic system plan

1. Must follow Organic Production and Handling 
Requirements

2. Must follow labeling regulations  

2. A retail operation that does not do additional 

processing to organic products and sells the items. 

3. A handling operation that handles 70% or less organic 

ingredients but still complies with commingling 

regulations and label guidelines. 

4. A handling operation only handles organic ingredients 

on the information panel but still complies with 

commingling regulations and label guidelines.
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WHO IS EXCLUDED FROM CERTIFICATION 
205.100 & 205.101   

1. If the organic product is being kept in its original packaging 

and/ or not additionally processed.

• Commingling and contamination is still required.

2. If a portion of a retail food establishment that processes, 

on the premises of the retail food establishment, 

products that were previously labeled as “100 percent 

organic,” “organic,” or “made with organic is excluded 

from the requirements in this part

• Must follow 205.310 & 205.272 
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CROP REGULATIONS 
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205.201 to 205.602 

Organic production and handling system 

Land requirements 

Soil Fertility and Crop Nutrients Management Practice Standard 

Seed and Planting Stock Practices 

Crop rotation practice standard

Crop, pest, weed, and disease management practice standards



LABELING REGULATIONS 
205.300--

HTTPS://WWW.AMS.USDA.GOV/SITES/DEFAULT/
FILES/MEDIA/ORGANICLABELSEXPLAINED.PNG
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https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/OrganicLabelsExplained.png


REFER TO 5033-1 FOR 
DECISION TREE

ALLOWED SYNTHETIC 

A substance that is included on 

the National List of synthetic 

substances allowed for use in 

organic production or handling.

NON-SYNTHETIC 

A substance that is derived from 

mineral, plant, or animal matter 

and does not undergo a synthetic 

process as defined in section 

6502(21) of the Act (7 U.S.C. 

6502(21)). For the purposes of this 

part, non-synthetic is used as a 

synonym for natural as the term is 

used in the Act. 15

https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/7/6502


REFER TO 5033-02 DECISION 
TREE

AGRICULTURAL INPUT

All substances or materials 

used in the production or 

handling of organic agricultural 

products.

NONAGRICULTURAL  
SUBSTANCE

A substance that is not a product of 

agriculture, such as a mineral or a 

bacterial culture, that is used as an 

ingredient in an agricultural product . For 

the purposes of this part , a 

nonagricultural ingredient also includes 

any substance, such as gums, citric acid, 

or pectin, that is extracted from, isolated 

from, or a fraction of an agricultural 

product so that the identity of the 

agricultural product is unrecognizable in 

the extract , isolate, or fraction.
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CROP SYNTHETICS & NON-
SYNTHETIC 

205.602 

Non-synthetic substances 

prohibited for use in organic crop 

production.

205.601 

Synthetic substances allowed for 

use in organic crop production.
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https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/NOP-

5034-1.pdf

https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/NOP-5034-1.pdf


USDA SEAL
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GET YOUR USDA SEAL 
FROM WEBSITE 

https://www.ams.usda.gov/rul

es-

regulations/organic/organic-

seal

Organic Seal Pantone 

Matching System (PMS) Colors

Green = PMS 348

Brown = PMS 175

https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/organic/organic-seal


NATIONAL ORGANIC PROGRAM HANDBOOK: GUIDANCE AND 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR
ACCREDITED CERTIFYING AGENTS AND CERTIFIED OPERATIONS

PIT C H DE C K 19

https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/Progra

m%20Handbk_TOC.pdf

https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/Program%20Handbk_TOC.pdf


LETS TALK OSP WHAT DOES OSP STAND FOR ?

Organic System Plan

DO I NEED AN OSP?

Yes. See exceptions and 

exclusions 

HOW DO I GET AN OSP

When you decided to move 

forward, we provided an OSP to 

complete. 
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Organic System Plan 



LETS TALK OSP WHAT IS IN THE OSP? 

A agreement between the 

certifier and applicant provided 

information about procedures, 

how procedures are monitored,  

list of substances to be used in 

production, reviews procedures 

of  commingling & 

contamination
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Organic System Plan 

INFO ABOUT OSP

The next year after certification 

you will update your OSP & 

other documentation as your 

operation changes. 



LETS TALK OSP

CAN I UPDATE MY OSP OR ADD 
ITEMS TO MY CERTIFICATION 
IN THE MIDDLE OF THE YEAR

Yes! Notify myself the Organic 

Program Manager. 
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Organic System Plan 

I have updated my OSP.  

Notify, myself, the Organic 

Program Manager if changes 

could affect organic 

compliances. 

HOW FREQUENTLY ARE YOU 
CERTIFIED ORGANIC

Annually



WHAT IS THE THREE-YEAR RULE

The soil must not have prohibited 

substance applied for 3 years.   Think 

about 205.601 and 205.602.  

Look at 205.602 Synthetic 

substances allowed for use in 

organic crop production.

Is this a “Big 3” 205.105
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Look at 205.601 Non-synthetic 

substances prohibited for use in 

organic crop production.

An affidavit is required. 



A CERTIFIED OPERATION HAS 
HAD NO PROHIBITED 

SUBSTANCES APPLIED ON A 
FIELD FOR 26 MONTHS. 

HARVEST WILL NOT BEGIN IN 10 
MONTHS. IS THIS ACCEPTABLE? 
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YES! Because this is 3 

years that prohibited 

substance have not been 

applied.  
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https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2022-08/farmersgov-Organic-

Transition-fact-08-26-2022.pdf

https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2022-08/farmersgov-Organic-Transition-fact-08-26-2022.pdf


HOW, WHAT 
WHERE WHY  

ETC. 

https://www.ams.usda.gov
/services/organic-
certification/transitioning-
to-organic
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https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/transitioning-to-organic


IS ORGANIC FOR 
ME?

https://www.ams.usda.gov
/services/organic-
certification/is-it-an-
option

https://www.usda.gov/topi
cs/organic
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Questions 

• Are You a Farmer, Rancher, or Handler? 

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/is-it-an-option
https://www.usda.gov/topics/organic


TRANSITIONING 
TO ORGANIC 

https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/Transitio

n%20to%20Organic%20Factsheet.pdf
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https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/Transition%20to%20Organic%20Factsheet.pdf


NEXT STEPS

1. Apply to become certified

2. Receive a quote 

3. Pay fee

4. PJRFSI will send documentation to 

complete

5. Organic Review

6. Organic Inspection

7. Final Review

8. Certification 

~ Typically Takes 3-6 months 
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QUESTIONS?
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WWW.PJRFSI.COM
PJRFSI@PJRFSI.COM

(248) 519-2523


