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The organic industry is a 

BRIGHT SPOT 
in the U.S. farm economy. The introduction 
of the USDA Organic seal into the marketplace 
has captured growth for organic farmers, 

businesses and consumer sales.













USDA-NOP Proposed Rule on 
Strengthening Organic Enforcement

What? 

• LARGEST regulatory change since the organic regulations 
were implemented in 2002

Why?

• To address organic fraud, ensure organic integrity and 
protect consumer trust

• Increase accountability and visibility 

Who will be impacted?

• Everyone in the global organic supply chain

“This rule is a game-changer”



Where are we at in the process?

Farm Bill 2018

(LAW) 
Proposed Rule & Public Comment Final Rule Implementation

August 2020
60 day comment 

period

Expected out 
in Spring 2022!

One year (or more) 
after publication of 

a final rule
December 2018



1. Reduce types of handlers exempt from organic certification 
(traders, brokers, distributors)

2. Require use of electronic import certificates

3. New recordkeeping and fraud prevention procedures to improve 
supply chain traceability 

4. Enhance accreditation and certification oversight in these areas:

Topics Covered in the Proposed Rule:

Confirming organic 
status

Robust inspections Overseeing certifiers

• nonretail labeling
• standardized organic 

certificates
• data reporting
• certifier information 

sharing

• unannounced 
inspections

• inspector 
training

• trace-back and 
mass balance 
audits

• grower groups 

• notification of new 
offices

• equivalency reviews
• adverse action process



AMS expects a robust plan for supply chain oversight and organic fraud prevention would include:

• A map or inventory of the operation’s supply chain which identifies suppliers;

• Identification of critical control points in the supply chain where organic fraud  is most likely to occur;

• A vulnerability assessment to identify weaknesses in the operation’s practices and supply chain;

• Practices for verifying the organic status of any product they use;

• A process to verify suppliers and minimize supplier risk to organic integrity;

• Mitigation measures to correct vulnerabilities and minimize risks;

• Monitoring practices and verification tools to assess the effectiveness of mitigation measures; 

• A process for reporting suspected organic fraud to certifying agents and the NOP.

Requires certified operations to develop an Organic Fraud Prevention Plan

SOE Proposed Requirement § 205.201(a)(3)





Participant Handbook 



Enrollment Process 





EXTENSIVE TRAININGS REQUIRED & AVAILABLE

USDA-NOP                                Organic 
Integrity Learning Center



Opportunity for certifiers and  industry partners!

Supporting Partners are encouraged to take advantage 
of additional trainings offered through USDA’s National 
Organic Program and available on the USDA Organic 
Integrity Learning Center. The courses are tailored for 
organic certifiers, inspectors, reviewers, and other 
professionals working to protect organic integrity and 
are offered at no charge online. 



CALL TO ACTION – ARE YOU READY?

• AMS estimates that at least 
1,922 new handlers will need 
to get certified (961 domestic).

• AMS estimates that 26,408 
certified operations in the U.S. 
and 18,352 in foreign countries 
will be impacted





Organic Trade Association Resources

VISIT
www.OTA.com

for resource 
downloads + more 

information

http://www.ota.com/


Organic Trade Association Resources

Summary of SOE: https://ota.com/advocacy/critical-issues/organic-oversight-enforcement

Enroll in Organic Fraud Prevention Solutions: https://ota.com/OrganicFraudPrevention

Find Organic Ingredients and Products: https://find.organic/

Organic Market Overview & 2021 Survey: https://ota.com/resources/market-analysis

International Trade Data Reports: https://ota.com/tradedata

Global Organic Trade Guide: https://globalorganictrade.com/

Become an OTA member: https://ota.com/membership/become-member

https://ota.com/advocacy/critical-issues/organic-oversight-enforcement
https://ota.com/OrganicFraudPrevention
https://find.organic/
https://ota.com/resources/market-analysis
https://ota.com/tradedata
https://globalorganictrade.com/
https://ota.com/membership/become-member




Food Risk Intelligence and AI for Food Risk Prevention

December 2, 2021 – 11:00 am EST

Speaker:  Nikos Manouselis, CEO, Agroknow

Description:  Join Nikos as he explains and demystifies the 3 key areas 

of food risk intelligence being i.e. monitoring, assessment and 

prevention and how digital technologies can help. 

Brand Protection, Going Beyond Food Safety in 2022

December 9, 2021 – 2:00 pm EST

Speaker:  John Kukoly, Global Director, BRCGS

Description:  During this session we will explore brand 

protection with John Kukoly, Director of BRCGS. John will take 

us a step beyond food safety, highlighting the importance 

of quality management as it applies to the food industry. 



Audience Q&A
www.OTA.com

http://www.ota.com/

