
Quality is not an 
act, it is a habit”

-Aristotle
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Perry Johnson Companies
Headquarters – Troy, MI
⊳ Family of 72 companies

⊳ Global Offices in Europe, Asia, and the 
Americas

⊳ Offering services in Food Safety, 
Cannabis/Hemp, and all other 

ISO manufacturing types.
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Importance of  Food 
Safety in the Hemp 
and Cannabis Industry

Why does it matter?
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► Grow product safely
► Implement appropriate controls
► Whole company commitment

Producer Responsibility
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Why Regulation and product safety through 
GMP is important
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Cannabis and Hemp Testing
▸ How is the sampling conducted?
▸ Frequency of  testing
▸ What credentialing does lab have 

(State Approved or ISO 17025)? 
▸ What tests are conducted (potency, 

terpenes, pesticides, heavy metals, 
micro/pathogens, yeast/molds)?

Product Testing Concerns
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⊳ Adherence to current packaging requirements

⊳ Proper labeling 
▸ THC level of  product
▸ Name & address of  production facility
▸ Name of  the infused product and 

ingredients by descending weight
▸ Product cannot be a shape, color, package, 

or labeled to appeal to minors age 17 and 
under

▸ Child-resistant packaging

Cannabis Packaging
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Elementary students from two Fresno Unified 
schools ingested marijuana edibles
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Stories from 2022



Cannabis/Hemp
Certification
Audit Types and Steps to Certification
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⊳ Provides audits and certifications outside of  
regulatory requirements

⊳ Based on a recognized set of  food safety 
standards such as GAP (Good Agricultural 
Practices) or HACCP (Hazard Analysis and 
Critical Control Points) and Good 
Manufacturing Practices(GMP) CFR 110

Third Party Certification
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⊳ Section 110 is the basis of  most GMP 
programs and is the accepted base line 
for food and many States' Cannabis and 
Hemp Safety Programs

⊳ There are other sections that get more 
specific relative to infant formula and 
other specific foods and packaging 
methods but that is not relative to our 
industry, for the most part.

Code of  Federal 
Regulations(CFR 110)
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⊳ PJRFSI Cannabis Safety Standard

⊳ Covers the 5 classic points of  GMP:

⊳ People, Premises, Processes, Products, 
and Procedures

⊳ Can also be applied to GAP, and in conjunction 
with Organic

Types of  Food Safety Audits
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Reasons for Recalls

⊳ Product test fails after distribution: 
⊳ Heavy metals, pesticides, etc,
⊳ Actual plant material fails:
⊳ Mold, fungus, pesticides
⊳ Improper labeling, not child safe.





State regulators in Oregon have recalled 18,000 THC vaping 
cartridges after it was found that they contained an 

unapproved non-cannabis additive.



⊳ Applicable for Cannabis and Hemp growers

⊳ Accredited by ANSI

⊳ Based off  of  existing Federal, Food Industry and 
Code of  Federal Regulations requirements.

⊳ State-specific requirements also included

PJRFSI Cannabis cGMP  Standard
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The 10 Golden Rules of GMP
1.  Get the facility design right from the start

2.  Validate processes

3. Write good procedures and follow them

4.  Identify who does what

5.  Keep good records

6.. Train and develop staff

7.  Practice good hygiene

8.  Maintain facilities and equipment

9.  Build quality into the whole product lifecycle

10.  Perform regular audits



⊳ Pre-assessment

⊳ Review and implement Requirements

⊳ Train Employees

⊳ Internal Audit

⊳ Implement Corrective Actions

How to be Audit Ready
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Contract with PJRFSI

Schedule Audit

Pre-Assessment

Conduct Audit

Corrective Actions

Our team of 
schedulers will 
coordinate your audit 
with your assigned 
auditor.

PJRFSI provides a free 
quote for certification. 
PJRFSI can also 
provide a pending 
letter of certification
.

Your auditor will conduct 
the audit onsite at the 
facility. They will go 
through the 
requirements, review 
records, interview 
employees and review 
your documents for 
conformity.

PJRFSI can conduct 
an optional pre-
assessment audit prior 
to the certification audit 
to identify any gaps in 
your program

Implement corrective 
actions within 30 days 
for any identified non-
conformities

PJRFSI Issues a 
certificate. Certification 
is valid for 1 year.
.

Certification



⊳ Mitigate risks to public health and safety

⊳ Promote your products with an added layer of  
confidence

⊳ Increase consumer confidence

⊳ Stay ahead of  the competition when it comes to 
government requirements

⊳ Reduce recalls and save money

⊳ Insurance companies are discounting for 
companies that have GMP and or ISO certs

Benefits of  Certification
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Pending Letter 
(sample)

◆ Working with 
an accredited 
Certification 
Body

◆ Shows 
commitment to 
employees, 
stakeholders, 
and potential 
customers



Download the Standard 
⊳ We are offering a free download of  the standard from our website

 



Have questions?

 Reach us at www.pjrfsi.com and bmcmillen@pjrfsi.com

http://www.pjrfsi.com/
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