
PJRFSI Cannabis Safety 
Standard - Cultivation



Perry Johnson Registrars Food Safety, 
Inc.

Headquarters – Troy, MI
⊳ Family of 72 companies

⊳ Global Offices in Europe, Asia, and 
the Americas

⊳ Offering services in both Food 
Safety and Cannabis Safety.

⊳ Cannabis Safety Standard 
accreditation in progress
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1.
Importance of Food Safety 

in the Cannabis Industry
Why does it matter?
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Why Cannabis Safety?

►Cannabis industry is like the “Wild 
West” – little regulation and a lack of 
clear direction

►A cannabis grower may have cannabis 
expertise but haven’t accounted for 
food safety/product safety
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Producer Responsibility

► grow product safely

► Implement appropriate controls

► Whole company commitment
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Regulatory Responsibility

⊳ Includes Federal, State and local agencies

⊳ Setting food safety standards

⊳ Conducting inspections

⊳ Enforcement programs 

6



7

Courtesy of DISA Global Solutions https://disa.com/map-of-marijuana-legality-by-state

Marijuana Legality by State

https://disa.com/map-of-marijuana-legality-by-state


Hemp Legality by State
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Cannabis Food Safety Regulation

⊳ Not federally regulated by FDA or USDA

⊳ Food safety standards are developed state by state

⊳ Enforced through state divisions 
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Types of Regulation

Varies by State

⊳ Colorado – Colorado Health Dept

⊳ California and Oregon – 3 different agencies

⊳ Florida – Dept of Health (Office of Medical Marijuana Use)

⊳ Nevada – Dept of Taxation

⊳ Michigan – LARA/BMR
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Cannabis Food Safety

⊳ High numbers of immunocompromised, young, 

elderly, or otherwise vulnerable persons are 

consumers of medical cannabis products. 

⊳ Inappropriate levels of CBD or THC may cause 

unintentional, unwanted effects.
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Cannabis Recalls

⊳ Cannabis and cannabis products 

can be recalled

▸ Molds and yeasts

▸ Pathogens

▸ Pesticides

▸ Heavy-metals
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Agricultural Product Concerns

⊳ Mycotoxins

▸ Aflatoxins

▸ Ochratoxins

⊳ Pesticides

▸ Approved vs. 

unapproved

▸ Regulations

⊳ Chemical Residues

⊳ Contamination

▸ Water

▸ Pests

▸ Humans
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Product Testing Concerns
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Cannabis and Hemp Testing

▸ How is the sampling conducted?

▸ Frequency of testing

▸ What credentialing does lab have (State Approved 

or ISO 17025)? 

▸ What tests are conducted (potency, terpenes, 

pesticides, heavy metals, micro/pathogens, 

yeast/molds)?



Cannabis Packaging

⊳ Adherence to current Cannabis packaging requirements

⊳ Types of packaging used

⊳ Proper packaging storage 

⊳ Proper labeling 

▸ THC level of product

▸ Name & address of production facility

▸ Name of the infused product and ingredients by descending 

weight

▸ Product cannot be a shape, color, package, or labeled to appeal to 

minors age 17 and under

▸ Child-resistant packaging
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2.
Cannabis 

Certification
Audit Types and Steps to Certification
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Third Party Certification

⊳ Provides audits and certifications outside of 

regulatory requirements

⊳ Based on a recognized set of food safety 

standards such as Good Agricultural 

Practices or HACCP (Hazard Analysis and 

Critical Control Points)
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Types of Food Safety Audits

⊳ PJRFSI Cannabis Safety Standard

⊳ GFSI benchmarked food safety audits
▸ GLOBALG.A.P. allow certification of hemp

▸ PrimusGFS allows the certification of cannabis 
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Benefits of Certification

⊳ Mitigate risks to public health and safety

⊳ Promote your products with an added layer of confidence

⊳ Increase consumer confidence

⊳ Stay ahead of the competition when it comes to 

government requirements

⊳ Reduce recalls and save money
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“
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Pending Letter 
(sample)

◆ Working with 
an accredited 
Certification 
Body

◆ Shows 
commitment to 
employees, 
stakeholders, 
and potential 
customers



Steps to Certification 

www.free-powerpoint-templates-design.com

Contract with PJRFSI

Schedule Audit

Pre-Assessment

Conduct Audit

Corrective Actions

Our team of 

schedulers will 

coordinate your audit 

with your assigned 

auditor.

PJRFSI provides a free 

quote for certification. 

PJRFSI can also 

provide a pending 

letter of certification

.

Your auditor will conduct 

the audit onsite at the 

facility. They will go 

through the 

requirements, review 

records, interview 

employees and review 

your documents for 

conformity.

PJRFSI can conduct 

an optional pre-

assessment audit prior 

to the certification audit 

to identify any gaps in 

your program

Implement corrective 

actions within 30 days 

for any identified non-

conformities

PJRFSI Issues a 

certificate. Certification 

is valid for 1 year.

.

Certification

http://www.free-powerpoint-templates-design.com/


3.
PJRFSI Cannabis Safety 

Standard
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PJRFSI Cannabis Safety Standard

⊳ Applicable for Cannabis and Hemp growers

⊳ Based off of the USDA GAP requirements

⊳ State-specific requirements
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How to be Audit Ready

⊳ Pre-assessment

⊳ Review and implement Requirements

⊳ Train Employees

⊳ Internal Audit

⊳ Implement Corrective Actions
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Excerpt from the Standard

⊳ Part 1 – GAP Requirements

⊳ Part 2 – State Requirements
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Excerpts from the Standard - Part 1

⊳ 1.0 General Requirements

⊳ 2.0 Traceability

⊳ 3.0 Worker Health & Hygiene
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Excerpts from the Standard – Part 1 
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Excerpts from the Standard – Part 1

⊳ 4.0 Water Usage

⊳ 5.0 Soil Amendments

⊳ 6.0 Agricultural Chemicals
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Excerpts from the Standard – Part 1
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Excerpts from the Standard – Part 1

Outdoor Cultivation

⊳ 7.0 Sewage Treatment

⊳ 8.0 Animals/Wildlife/Livestock

⊳ 9.0 Outdoor Soil
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Excerpts from the Standard – Part 1
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Excerpts from the Standard – Part 1

⊳ 10.0 Indoor Cultivation

32



Excerpts from the Standard – Part 1

⊳ Operations and Harvesting

▸ 11.0 Sanitation and Hygiene

▸ 12.0 Harvesting and Transportation
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Excerpts from the Standard – Part 1

Post Harvest Operations

13.0 Packing

14.0 Packing House Worker Health & Hygiene

15.0 Packing House General Housekeeping

16.0 Traceability

17.0 Maintenance and Sanitation
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Excerpts from the Standard – Part 1

Storage and Transportation

⊳ 18.0 Product, Containers & Pallets

⊳ 19.0 Pest Control

⊳ 20.0 Transportation

⊳ 21.0 Worker Health and Personal Hygiene

⊳ 20.0 Traceability 
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Excerpts from the Standard Part 2

⊳ State Specific Cannabis Rules
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Download the Standard

⊳ We are offering a free download of the standard from our website
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Webinar Series

⊳ PJRFSI Cannabis Safety Standard – Retail

March 20, 2020

⊳ For more info you can email customerservice@pjrfsi.com
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Thank you!
Any questions?
Perry Johnson Registrars Food Safety, Inc.
Lauren Maloney

Food Safety Program Accreditation Manager 

lmaloney@pjrfsi.com

Office: (248) 519-2523

www.PJRFSI.com

mailto:lmaloney@pjrfsi.com
http://www.pjrfsi.com/

