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SOE Rule: Does It Apply To You?

Use Our Decision Tree Below To Determine If It Does
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The SOE Rule mandates that numerous handlers, previously not required to, must now seek certification. To assist in navigating this new requirement, we have

developed a decision tree tool.

This tool is designed to aid in determining if you, or any operators within your supply chain, are required to obtain certification.

This decision tree tool is intended for:

* Handlers who were exempt before. Under the SOE Rule, you may now be required to secure certification.

» Operators already certified but engaged with uncertified handlers. It's essential to assess whether any part of your supply chain, including exporters, importers,
brokers, transporters, warehouses, and/or distributors, needs to be certified before the deadline in March 2024. We recommend sharing this tool with your supply

chain partners.

Affected operations are given a deadline until March 19, 2024, to ensure compliance with the Rule.

Retail Establishment

SOE: Section 205.101(b) &(c)

Does your operation
constitute a retail or part of a
retail food establishment
that processes, on-site, raw
and ready-to-eat food from
agricultural products labeled
as “100 percent organic,”
“organic,” or “made with
organic (specified
ingredients or food
group(s))"?

ves @ No

Does the operation
exclusively sell pre-
packaged organic
agricultural products that are
not processed or
repackaged by the retail
establishment?

ves @ No

The operation does not
mark ready-to-eat foods with
“certified” organic labels or
the USDA Organic seal,
except when:

— Produce is unpacked,
washed, and placed in
display cases.

— Bulk organic ingredients
or goods are added to
bulk dispensers

ves @ No

Does the operation directly
sell agricultural products
labeled as “100 percent
organic,” “organic,” or “made
with organic (specified
ingredients or food
group(s))” to consumers?

ves @ No

Do sales or transactions
happen in person, excluding
virtual methods like phone,
mail-order, or online sales,
without a physical retail
location?

YES NO

Storage, Warehouse
& Distributors
Non-Retail, or Bulk

SOE: Section 205.101(e)

Does the operation solely
receive, store, and/or
prepare organic agricultural
products for shipment,
without further handling?

ves @ No

Are organic products
received or acquired in
sealed, tamper-evident
packaging and remain
unhandled in their original
packaging while under the
operation's control?

YES NO

Definitions:

Handler
Any person that handles agricultural products,
except final retailers of agricultural products that do
not process agricultural products.

Handle

Storage, Warehouse
& Distributors Retail

SOE: Section 205.101(f)

Is this operation solely
involved in buying, selling,
receiving, storing, and/or
shipping, without further
handling, already labeled
retail-sale organic
agricultural products?

ves @ No

Are the organic products
received in sealed, tamper-
evident packaging labeled
for retail sale and kept in the
same retail-labeled
container while under the
operation's control?

YES NO

To sell, process, or package agricultural products,
including, but not limited to, trading, facilitating sale
or trade on behalf of a seller or oneself, importing to
the United States, exporting for sale in the United
States, combining, aggregating, culling, conditioning,
treating, packing, containerizing, repackaging,
labeling, storing, receiving, or loading. Refer to 7
CFR 205.101 for exceptions/details.

Results Box:

* Answering 'YES' to all relevant questions likely
exempts you from certification.

* A'NO'response means you need certification.

Contact PJRFSI to begin your certification process.
Act now to start certification immediately.

Brokers/Traders &
Brand Owners

Transporters

SOE: Section 205.101(g)

Is the operation engaged in
importing USDA organic
certified product into the
United States? Operations
must be certified.

ves @ No

Is the operation solely
engaged in transloading
commodities between
certified entities and
transportation modes, such
as transferring grains from a
truck to a railcar?

Is the operation solely
involved in buying, selling,
receiving, storing, or
preparing for shipment of
organic products already
labeled for retail sale,
contained in sealed, tamper-
evident packaging, without
further handling? Operations
must be certified if they deal
with non-finished retail
products outside of sealed,
tamper-evident packaging,
unless specific conditions
are met.

YEs @ No

Does the operation provide
transloading services for
organic products in sealed,
tamper-proof packaging?

ves @ No

Is the operation exclusively
a Logistics Broker that
coordinates the
transportation and storage
of agricultural products
without taking ownership or
physical possession of
organic products?

ves @ No

Is the operation a Customs
Broker, as per 19 CFR
111.1, solely performing
customs business without
handling organic products
for a certified operation,
excluding commodity
brokers dealing in organic
sales?

ves @ No

Is the Customer Broker
taking physical possession
or ownership of organic
product? Custom Broker
must be certified.

YES NO

YES NO
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